100 The Time is at Hand.

obtained the dominion (Dan. 2: 37, 38) ; Medo-Persia exist-
ed before it conqueved Babylon ; and so with all kingdoms:
they must first have existed and have received superior
power before they could conquer others. So, too, with
God's Kingdom: it has existed in an embryo form for
eighteen centuries; but it, with the world at large, was
made subject to *‘the powers that be,"’ ¢ ordained.of God."’
Until their *seven times '’ shall end, the Kingdom of God
cannot come into universal dominion. However, like the
others, it must obtain power adequate to the overthrow of
these kingdoms before it shall break them in pieces.

So, in this ¢ Day of Jehovah,” the ‘¢ Day of Trouble,”
our Lord takes hisgreat power (hithertodormant) and reigns,
and this it is that will cause the trouble, though the world
will not so recognize it for some time. That the saints
shall share in this work of breaking to pieces present king-
doms, there can be no doubt. It is written, ¢ This honor
have all his saints—to execute the judgments written, to
bind their kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters
of iron ''—of strength. (Psa. 149:8, 9.) ‘He that over-
cometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I
give power over the nations, and he shall rule them with a
rod of iron ; as the vessels of a potter shall they [the empires]
be broken to shivers.”’—Rev. 2:26, 27; Psa. 2: 8, 9..

But our examination, in the preceding volume, of the great
difference in charadter between the Kingdom of God and
the Deastly kingdoms of earth, prepares us to see also a
difference in modes of warfare. The methods of conquest
and breaking will be widely different from any which have
ever before overthrown nations. He who now takes his
great power to reign is shown in symbol (Rev. 19:15) as
the one whose sword went forth out of kés mouth, ¢ that with
it he should smite the nations; and he shall rule them with
arod of iron.” That sword is the TRuTH (Eph. 6: 17);
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and the living saints, as well as many of the world, are now
being used as the Lord’s soldiers in overthrowing errors and
evils. But let no one hastily infer a peaceable conversion
of the nations to be here symbolized ; for many scriptures.
Such as Rev. 11:17, 18; Dan. 12:1; 2 Thes. 2:8; Psalnus
149 and 47, teach the very opposite.

Be not surprised, then, when in.subsequent chapters we
present proofs that the setting up of the Kingdom of God
is already begun, that it is pointed out in prophecy as due
to begin the exercise of power in A. D. 1878, and that the
¢<battle of the great day of God Almighty '’ (Rev. 16:14.),
which will end in A, D. 1914 with the complete overthrow
of earth’s present rulership, is already commenced. The
gathering of the armies is plainly visible from the stand-
point of God’s Word.

If our vision be unobstruéted by prejudice, when we get
the telescope of God's Word rightly adjusted we may see
with clearness the character of many of the events due to
take place in the ‘“Day of the Lord’’—that we are in the
very midst of those events, and that ¢‘ the Great Day of His

Wrath is come.”’
The sword of truth, already sharpened, is to smite every

evil system and custom—civil, social and ecclesiastical.
Nay, more, we can see that the smiting is commenced:
freedom of thought, and human rights, civil and religious,
long lost sight of under kings and emperors, popes, synods,
councils, traditions and creeds, are being appreciated and
asserted as never before. The internal confliét is already
fomenting : it will ere long break forth as a consuming fire,
and human systems, and errors, which for centuries have
fettered truth and oppressed the groaning creation, must
melt beforeit. Yes, truth—and widespread and increasing
knowledge of it—is the sword which is perplexing and
wounding the heads over many countries. (Psa. r10:6.)




